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The ROYAL DREAM: 


f O R, | 
The FORESTER' Garland. 


AS lia my cloſet was reading alone, 
A I reach'd down a volvme which treated of one; 
A great emperor formerly reigning at Rome, 
Who had but one daughter, ſo hard was his doom.; 

Now if you have patience are willing to wait, 

A wonderful tory of b'm 11 relate; 
How he a young infant endeavour'd to kill. 
And how he was hinder'd by providence ſtill. 
The emperor hunting a long; ſummer's day. 
At length the dark night chas's bright Phebus away, 
When leſiag his nobles of honour and fame, 
He ſtrait to the houſe of his foreſter came. 
Aad craving a lodging, declaring that he, 
A gentlemen was of a ſquire's degree: 
Who had I the reſt of his company loſt, 
As over the midi of the .oreſt he croſs d. 
['ll grant thee 2 lodging the foreſter cry'd. 
And likewiſe a ſupper he ſtrait did provide, 
Ol the very b:& the houſe could afford, 
Yet knew nh: that this was his ſovereign lord, 
' Whes ſupper wis ended he ſhew'd his new gueſt 
A wholeſome plain lodging for t. king his reft; 
Waile there he was fl:eping the foreſter's wiſc, 
Ste brought forth an infint the joy of her life. 

Atut bere is a wonder: This monarch indeed, 
That night was afflicted with troubiciome dreams. 
Te error of whic1 I in brief (hull declare, 

It was the foreiter's young ſon and heir. 

He dreamed that under the roof there was born, 
A child whom the fates had agreed to adorn 
His throne in full power after his deceaſe. 

Te thoughts of his dream much diſturbed his peace. 

At length be aroſe from bis royal repole, 

And ſo the lodge of his ſoreſter goes, 
And ſaid, Honeſt fellow, come tell me aright, 
Has any young infant been born bere this night. 

Yes, yes, worthy maſter, the foreſter ſaid, 

My own loving wiſe of a ſon has been laid ; 
And this very night. The emperor ſmil'd, 
And cry'd, I am willing to ſee thy ſweet child. 

He had his requeſt, and he view'd every part, 
With love in his viſage, but ſpleen in his heart: 

For on the child's ſore head a coronet there grew. 

Which made him imagine his dream would be true. - 
Tf policy did not prevent his decree, 

As he confider'd which way it might be: 

The blood-thitity emperor thought of a way, 

The life of the innocent child to betray, 

The emperor cry'd, Doſt thou know, honeſt ſriend, 
With whom thou art talking, from whom it deſcends ? 
No, no, worthy maſter, the foreſter{cries, 

I never beheld you before with my eyes, 

Why I am your emperor that you did feaſt. 
The foreſter trembled, aud fear'd at the leaft 
That he ould be puniſh'd for what he had ſaid. 


+ Therefore on his knees for a pardop he pray d. 
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Thou haſt not offended, but pleaſured me,. 
And as a reward for thy kindaeſs, ſaid he, 
A place in my palace I mean to provide, 
For thy little ſon, and I will be his guide. - 
The poor man reply'd, My dear ſovereign lord, 
Metuinks you have proffer'd too great a reward, 
In taking luch care of a foreſter's ſon, 
Yet nevertheleſs, your will ſhall be done. 
Then taking his leave he declar'd he wou'd (end 


To them for the child by the hands of a friend. 


The father and mother were both reconcil d. 


In hopes it might be for the good ef tae child, 


About a month after three whom he could truſt, * 
He call'd te his chamber, and told them they muſt, 
Obey his command, ur they ſurely ſhould die, . 
They anſwer'd, My lord, we will ſurely comply. 

He told them the tragica] ſtory at |.rge, 
And on his authority gave them this charge. 

Ta fetch the young infant, and bring him away 
To ſome ſilent grove, where the ſame they might fliy. 

Sid he, Pray be careful in acting your pert, 
Di-poſe of the carcaſs, and bring me the heart. 
Tney promis'd obedience in every caſe, 

Then poſted away t» the foreſter's place. | 

Now waen tney the emperor's meſſige had told, 
Two lorrowhultpitents you there might behold, 
The ſatuer he wept, and tne mother likewiſe, 
Both bathed the infant with water” eyes. 

The meſſengers cry'd, Tis a folly to ſtand, 
We came from the court by a ſpecial command. 
Which you thro' obedience are bound to obey, 
Then give us the! child without longer delay. 

Toe forrowful mother ſhef trembling ftands, 


Wich as ſhe deliver'd it into his hands, 


Take care of my infant ſhe often did ſay. 

And ſee that it come to no harm by the way," 
Trey promis'd her fair, and departed with ſpeed, 

She little imagin'd her babeþ,was to bleed 

To death by the emperor's cruel expreſs, 

So therefore her ſorrow was ſo much «he leſs. 
They travelled.ſon to} the heat of the diy. 

And came to“ the foreſt where they were to fliy 

The infant, but; ſtrait there aroſe a diſpute, 

For two of {the three were unwilling to do't, 

- The man that was cruel did make this reply, 

If N be nat, done we ſhall certai _ 

The emperar ſtrictly enjoined he deat 

Therefore I'm — 10 Bai his breath, 
Remember the tears of the mother, ſaid one, 

Remember her fighs, and her ſorrowſul moan ; 

Remember the promiſe that to her was made, 

And let not our hands on the infant be hid. 
The third be reply'd, If bis life you'll not take, 

What proper excuſe I pray ſhall we make. 

Some heart we muſt bear to our ſoverign lord, 


Or death without mercy will be our reward, 
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Declaring that we have obey'd his command. 


That lords, knights, and gentlemen feaſted ſhould be, 
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The reft reply'd, We have found ont a way, 
A fawn of the foreſt we'll preſently fliy, 
Wlieſe heart we'll convey to the emperor's hand, 


The child here we'll leave in the foreſt the while, 
Kind ſortune perhaps may afford it one ſmile. 
By ſaving his life by ſome means unknown, 
"Tis ſaid in a hower they left it alone, 

They manag'd their matters in every thing, 
And unto the emperor ftrait they did bring 
A heart, which he flung in the fire it ſeems, 
And laughed to think of the folly of dreams. 

Not far from that place there lived a knight, 
Whoſe lady was beautiful, charming and bright. 
Yet nevertheleſs they no iſſue could raiſe, 

As being not bleſs'd with a child in their days. 

By chance in the foreſt he hunted that day, ; 
And found the ſweet infant where ſmiling it lay.; 
He kiſs'd it end bleſs'd it a thouſand times ofer, 
Then home to his lady this infant he bore. | 

Said he, In the foreſt this bleſſing I found, 

With buſhes aud briars encompaſs'd around: 
It pitied me, lady, to find it alone, 
We'll keep it, and love it, and call it our own. 

He order'd his beautiful lady to ſeign 

Herſelf in Rrong labour, in foarrow and pain. 
That ſo to the world they might freely declare 
This darling to be their own fon and heir, 

$ie freely conſented to all his requeſt, 

And kept cloſe her chamber, inviting no gueſt ; 
At length thro? the region thoſe glad tidings rung, 
Thit ſuch a brave kaight was bleſt with a ſon. 

He grew, and was beautiful, prover, and call, 
And gained the love and favour of all, 

That ever beheld him, both courtier and ftranger, 
Yet fifteen years after his liſe was in danger. 
For then did the emperor make a decree, ' 


In his royal palace, and at his own board, 
With all ſorts of dainties the realm could affard. 
To this royal banquet repaired the knight, 
And brought the young ſquire his joy and delight. 
Who had at the time the emperor kim ſee, 
The mark in his forehead as plain as might be. 

O then to the knight the great emperor cry'd, 
That 1s not thy ſon, I am well fatisfy'd, 
So on thy allegiance now tell me the truth, 
That mark I have ſeen in the firſt of his youth. 

Then finding there was no excuſe to be made, 
Uato his great emperor mildly he (aid, 

I found him one day in the foreſt alone, 
And kept it, becauſe I had none of my own. 

The emperor called his ſervants likewiſe, 

Who came to his preſence with watery eyes. 
Declaring what hu been rehearſed before, 
And then on his knees did for mercy implore. 

He pardon'd his ſervants. tbe fault they did own, 
Then ſaid to the knight, you muſt leave me your ſon, 
For [ will maintain him both gallant and gay. 

It was but a fally to anſwer him nay. 

He left bim, altho' with a ſorrowful heart, 

The fealt being ended, they all did depart. 
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But ti]! in the emperor's breaſt did remain, «, / 
A firm reſolution that he ould be ſlain. +. 

The empreſs and her dear daughuer of ſtate, 
They kept a rich palace both glorious and great. 
Some hundred miles from the city of Room, 

Where he was to meet his ſad tragical doom. 
A letter ſoon after the emperor writ, : 
And to the young ſquire the ſame did commit, 
To carry with ſpeed, without any delay. 
Said he, My great lord. I am free to obey. 
The innocent ſquire he rid day and nigh:, 
At length being weary he chanc'd to alight 
And reſt in the caſtle of a noble peer, 
Who bid him right welcome, and made good cheer, 

The letter by chance he let drop in the room, 
So while he was fleeping the exrl did preſume 
To open the ſeals with abundance of care, 

Which reading, he found a {ad tragedy there. 

The words they were theſe : Toke the bearer, I lay,” 
And put him to death without any delay. | 
It is my command, therefore let it be done. 
The blood from bis heart like a fountain did run. 

Thus having read it, he bitterly did weep, 


And ſaid, Noble ſquire, thou lieſt in a fleep : 


What I am reading is thy tragical woe. 
But ſtill Lil endeavour je may nat be fo. 

Theſe words he ras'd gut, and writ in the place, 
The beurer I'd have you teſpoct and embrace. 
With all the affection of honour and Rate, 

And give him our daughter to be his ſweet mate. 

With all expedition pray make her his wife, 

And love him as dear as you would your own life. 
Or elſe you the force of my fury ſhall fee], 
So having wrote this he eloled the ſeal. / 

Next morning theſquire rode up to the court, 
And came to the empreſs, az they do report. | 
And gave her the lotter which when ſhe had read, 
She made preparations her daughter to wed. | 

Soon after the emperor be did prepare 
With „ attendance ta viſit her there, 

And 28 be his letters before him had ſent, 
To meet him in triumph the empreſs went. 

With her royal daughter and new-married ſon, 

1 _ we and _ A they run: _ 
wich! tranſports of joy a At, 
But oh! when the — — * in Fwy 

The emperor flew in a paſſion and faid, 
Oh! what is the reaſon I am not obey'd# | 
My letter declared that he ſhould be fl 
And yet to my grief he alive doth remain. 

Sure you are miſtaken, the empreſs Cry'd, 

You ſaid that our danghter was ts be bis bride. 
Logk here ie my letter writ with your own hard, 
He baving receiv'd it, was much at 3 ſtand. 0 

At haſt he broke filence, and ſaid, I bleſs God. 

Tho' twice I have ſtrove tq med innocent blood 


Let [ by thy providence fill am debarr'd* 


I am diſappointed, and he is preſerw'd. 


'T'was Heaven's decree that it ſhould not be dos 


So welcome my daughter, and welcome my ſon, 
And welcame wy honoured empreſs too, | 


My dream in the ſoreſt I find to be true, 
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